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gradually gained in power and influence through
a successful revolution. It was spontaneous, but
had been slowly maturing for years. The Baby-
lonian people did not profit by it as a people, but
were, on the contrary, engulfed in it and practi-
cally disappeared from history. They were able
to push forward again, and even supplied later a
king to the empire which resulted from the revo-
lution. The old influence in the world, however,
never returned, and they were soon absorbed into
ii later population and are heard of no more.
That another people should be able first to gain
leadership over the Babylonians, who had founded
a mighty empire and had stood with the Egyptians
as the leading nations of civilization, and then to
overwhelm them and take their place in the world's
history, is indeed an event of moment We shall
need to give heed to the people who could accom-
plish a feat so great. They must belong to the
world's greatest races, and behind them must have
been a period during which they had been pi*e-
pared for their momentous destiny.

The people who wrought this revolution were
the Chaldeans, whom we have already met as bit-
ter enemies of the Assyrians. They were not less
enemies of the Babylonians, as we have also seen,
and a union of feeling between Babylonia and As-
syria was brought about in the time of Merodach-
baladan, when the Babylonians looked upon the
Assyrians as their natural defenders against these
unwelcome invaders. The Assyrians had, how*